Home Learning Pack
Reception

Home Learning Links
World Book Online
World Book online have just made their fabulous collection of over 3,000 e-books and audiobooks available for free
for children to access at home. They have books suitable for all ages. Click on the following link to access them.
https://worldbook.kitaboo.com/reader/worldbook/index.html?usertoken=Mjk5MzQ6MTpJUjA5MjAxNjoyOmNsaWV
udDE2OTc6MTY5NzoyMjE2Mjg4OjE6MTU4NDM4MDExMzA2Mjp1cw%3D%3D
Read Works.org
Read Works offers access to 3000+ comprehension for all age groups. Just sign up for a free account to access fantastic
texts.
https://www.readworks.org/
Beanstalk
Beanstalk website is packed with lots of interactive materials for children aged 1 to 6. They are offering free access to
all families during the COVID-19 pandemic.
https://beanstalk.co/
Twinkl
Twinkl literally have 10s of thousands of quality resources for all areas of the curriculum. What’s better is they are
offering a month’s free access (with no subscription) for all families. Just search for a topic, e-book, spellings,
arithmetic, science – the possibilities are endless.
www.twinkl.co.uk/offer
Tutortastic
An online platform with tutorials and videos for home learning.
https://www.tutortastic.co.uk/blog/homelearning
Education Quizzes
A series of short quizzes for children to complete related to the National Curriculum subjects. Just select KS1 for
Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 and select KS2 for Years 3-6.
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks1/
Top Marks
A range of activities here but especially good interactive activities for maths.
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
Classroom Secrets
Classroom Secrets Kids is offering free access to everyone until the end of April 2020. The platform is aimed at primary
aged children and covers subjects such as maths, reading, grammar and spelling. The platform is really child-friendly
so that they're able to access it on their own. There are a load of games and interactive activities from phonics to SATs
https://kids.classroomsecrets.co.uk/

National Geographic
National Geographic is a great platform for learning and it’s totally free. There are online games, resources and
competitions, too.

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/teacher-category/primary-resources/

Reception Home Learning Mat
English
Reading:
- Please continue reading for 3x per week to an
adult and record this in your diary. Oxford Owl
have some fantastic books on their website.
- Please complete a reading eggs lesson twice
weekly.

If you feel well enough to continue with your school
work, please follow the guidelines on this home
learning sheet. Some of these activities need internet
access but if this is difficult, please just complete the
activities in the Home Learning Packs. If you require a
printed pack, these will be available from the school
office between 8.45 and 3.30pm.

ICT
- ICT games for English and Mathswww.ictgames.co.uk/
- www.phonicsplay.co.uk is a great website for
phonics and tricky words.
- Readinghttps://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/

If you encounter any trouble, please email

enquiry@hillwest.bham.sch.uk

Phonics:
- Use www.phonicsplay.co.uk to practice Phase
2 and Phase 3 Tricky Words.

Maths

- You can use games on
https://www.topmarks.co.uk to practise your
number recognition and number bonds.

Personal Development
- Use www.youtube.com to complete a Joe Wicks
workout to keep active!
- Dough Disco- http://kids1st.net/index.php/d-is-fordough-disco/ and videos on YouTube.
Mental Health and Well-being
- Cosmic Yoga- Yoga videos designed for children 3+
www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga
- BBC Supermovers- interactive videos to support KS1 and
KS2 Maths, English, PSHE and PE learning
www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers
- Go Noodle- YouTube (and on their own website).
Hundreds of ‘brainercise’ dancing, strength, mindfulness
videos
www.youtube.com/user/GoNoodleGames/featured

Understanding of the World
- Explorify for Sciencewww.explorify.wellcome.ac.uk
- Live Zoo Links- if you google this, lots of
different Zoo’s will let you watch their cameras.

Read the sentence and draw a line to the matching picture.

Read the sentence and draw a line to the matching picture.

Reading Comprehension
Below are some handy questions to ask your child when you read to them or together; this will
help them build their comprehension skills. The questions can be cut, folded and used as a
bookmark.

Questions to ask your child when
reading – Early Years

Before reading the book:
• Can you point to the title? or
What is this? (pointing to the
title)
• What do you think this story
will be about? What might
happen in the story?
•

Who is in the story?

During the reading of the
book:
•

What is happening here?

•

What is ______ doing?

• What might happen next?
•

How do you think the story
might end?

•

Is __________ friendly/

mean/ nice…?
•

What does ______ mean?
(To check understanding of
a word)

Questions to ask your child when
reading – Early Years

At the end of the book:
• Did you like this book? Why?
• What was your favourite
part? Why?
• Which character did you like
the best? Why?
• Why did that character do …
(give a situation/ event from
the story)?
• What happened in the story?

Here are some different pictures. Can you say and write a
sentence about each one?

Now, can you draw your own beautiful spring picture and
write about it?

Here is an idea for a practical Maths activity you can do with your
child. You don’t need to use chocolate eggs - you could make and
colour paper eggs to hide together.

Emotions Dice Game
Cut out and make this 3D dice.
Throw the dice with your child and discuss each emotion that you land on. Can
you act it out and do the facial expression? What kind of things make us feel
this way? What happens when we feel this way? Do we always feel happy? When
we are feeling sad or angry what makes us feel better?

Ideas for PE!

Home Learning Projects
The following pages contain ideas and activities for four learning
projects you could complete with your child. The topics are:
• Our family
• Our house
• Viewpoints
• Animals
The projects can be completed around your house, garden and local
area and use resources that will mostly be readily available to you.
Please do not feel that you have to complete all tasks or complete
them in a certain order – these are suggestions for fun ways to work
together and help your child develop their understanding of the
world. Perhaps begin by choosing the topic that you think will
interest your child the most!
We hope you enjoy working together on these activities!

Our Family
● Look at a selection of family photographs and discuss the changes over time.
● Draw a family tree - How does your family link together? Can your child draw out
their family members and link them together using lines?
● Do a picture survey of the people in your house. How many family members have
blonde/brown/ black/ red hair? Can you record this with pictures? How many people
have blue/brown/ green eyes?
● Have a family picnic. Lay out a blanket in the living room
or garden. Can children make sure everyone has a plate,
fork, spoon, cup? How many do we need all together? Give
your child a selection of food and ask them to share it
fairly between everyone? If there is one left over what
could we do?
● Sort out the clean clothes. Who do they belong to? Can they deliver them to the
right place in the house? Pair up socks. Can they match the patterns/ colours? Can they
count in twos to work out how many there are all together? Peg clothes on the airer
(this will support children to develop hand strength which will impact on their writing).
● Lay the table for your family for dinner- How many people are there? How many
knives, forks, cups do you need? Write out name cards for everyone in your family to
show them where to sit.
● Make a birthday card for the next family birthday- How old are they going to be?
Can they write the numerals to show the correct age? Write a message inside for your
family member and sign it with your name.
● What jobs do the people in your family do? Talk to your child about your job and what
you do. What would they like to be when they grow up? Can they draw a picture of
themselves in the job they would like to do?
● Use play dough to make your family members- Use ready-made play dough or make
your own using this recipe: 2 cups of plain flour, one cup of salt, a tablespoon of oil, a
cup of water (add gradually), a couple of drops of food colouring (optional), a teaspoon
of cream of tartar (optional, but will make it last longer)
● Play a family board game- Play a game together. Talk about taking it in turns and
playing fairly. Dice games will support your child’s number recognition. You could use a
spinner with numerals on to help develop numeral recognition. If you don’t have a
spinner you could make one using an old cereal box and a split pin.
● Find out everyone’s favourite song in your family- Listen to each person’s favourite
song and make up a dance to match. Do you like the same music? What is your favourite
song?

Our House
•

Support your child to create a map or cross section of their home. Can they
name all of the rooms? An adult could hide an object in a room and mark where it
is on the child’s map. Can they use their map to find the hidden object? Label
each room using phonics knowledge.

•

•
•

Gather an object from each room and challenge your child to return them to the
appropriate room e.g. toothbrush from the bathroom, teddy from their
bedroom.
Hide objects around the room and describe where it is e.g. “it’s under something
red” Can your child hide an object and describe where it is for you to find?
Search for numbers around the house (clocks, books, house numbers, car
registrations, oven, washing machine). Can they record the numbers on paper?

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

Explore using google maps to look at your house from above and on street view.
Use the arrows to move up and down the road and around your area. Can they
find key places e.g. the corner shop, their school, grandparent’s houses.
Search for a house in a different part of the world and discuss how it is similar
or different to your own. You could use places children have visited on holiday or
search places that are significantly different.
Using old packaging (shoe box, cereal box etc.) support your child to make a junk
model of your house. Can they count how many windows there are and stick on
the right amount? Can they write their house number on the front?
Junk model your dream house. Use materials from around your house to
decorate e.g. old wallpaper, fabric, wool.
Set your child a shape finding challenge around the house. Ask: Can you find a
triangle/ square/ rectangle/ circle in this room? How many can you find? Can you
draw all of the circles on one piece of paper, triangles on another etc.
Using lego, duplo, wooden blocks make a model of your house. Can they add in the
rooms and doors in the right places? Write labels to match each room on pieces
of paper.
Gather a collection of household objects e.g. fork, cup, toothbrush, teddy bear,
book and show your child. Use a scarf/ material as a blindfold and pass your
child one of the objects. Can they figure out what it is through touch alone?
Give clues if they are struggling. Swap roles and ask your child to give you an
object to figure out.

•

Explore the textures around your house. Can
children find something rough, smooth, bumpy.
They could take a wax rubbing of each texture
(Lay a piece of paper over the top and rub over
with the side of a crayon). You could continue
this into the garden.

Viewpoints
•

Ask your child to look out of a window in the house and draw what they can see.
Lookout of a different window (e.g. back or side of the house), draw what they
can see.Look at the two pictures together and discuss what is the same in both
pictures (e.g. the sky) and what is different.

•

Set a timer for 5 minutes on your phone or tablet. Draw out a simple grid (as
below) and ask your child to put a tick in the right place every time a person or
car goes past. When complete, can they count up the ticks and write the
matching numeral? Were there more people or cars?

•

•

Ask your child to look in a mirror at their hair colour, eye colour, skin colour. Ask
them to create a self-portrait using either felt-tips, crayons or paint. Look at
some pictures in books and magazines. Does everyone look the same way as
them? How do people look different?
Close the curtains and ask your child to imagine that the house
is in a new imagined world. What do they imagine? Is it snowy?
Are there dinosaurs/ monsters in the new world? Ask them to
tell you a story about it…Your child could create a story map to
show what happens in their imaginary world (see right).

•

Support your child to make a viewfinder. Cut out a square of card from an old
cereal box/ cardboard. Cut a smaller square out of the centre. Take your
viewfinder around the house and garden and explore what things you can see.
Alternatively, you could create a pair of binoculars as pictured. Your child could
write a list of the things they see or draw/ paint a picture.

Animals
•

Read the story ‘Dear Zoo’ or find the online video on YouTube - Visit the book’s
website (dearzooandfriends.com) and play the interactive games.
Add your own animal into the story and label it e.g. So they sent me a...hedgehog,
but he was too prickly....so I sent him back.

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Choose a soft toy animal or small animal figure and create a junk modelled
container for it.
Use the RSPB bird identifier website to identify the birds in your garden or out
on a walk. Draw a picture of the birds you can see.
Play animal charades - Take it in turns to act as different animals. Add in noises
as a clue!
Learn the song‘The Animals Went in Two by Two’, ask your child to draw out
two of each animal and practice writing the number 2.
If you have a pet at home encourage your child to take part in their daily care.
They could help feed, groom and clean up after your pet.
Practise big and small by drawing as many big animals as you can on one piece of
paper and as many small animals as you can on another sheet of paper. Some
children may be able to write a list as an alternative.
Find all of the animal books in your house. Ask your child to look through the
books in your house and to find any with animals on the front cover. Ask them to
sort the books into groups of their choice e.g. animals that can fly, swim, big,
small, live on a farm/ at the zoo.

•

Provide your child with blankets and sheets to make an animal den. Act out being
an animal in the den.

