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Key Question Week 1: What will you bring to the table? 

Key Text for Linked Learning: ‘Nature Table’ Lucinda Jacob 

Linked Learning: English, Art, PDW 

This week, children will be exploring nature through the artist Andy Goldsworthy. Children will be 
comparing his work to that of other artists previously explored (Jackson Pollock and Henri Matisse). 
They will investigate how nature inspired Goldsworthy. Nature will also inspire the children’s poetry 
writing. Children will read a range of poems about nature, exploring the language used and the use 
of rhythm and rhyme. Following this, children will plan and write their own poems all about nature. 
In PDW, children will learn about bullying, differences and stereotypes through the key text ‘What 
the Jackdaw Saw’. They will learn a range of Makaton signs through song and think about how we 
can communicate kindly with everybody. 

Maths: The children will start the week by counting in 2s, 3s, 5s, and 10s. They will investigate the different number 

patterns in each timestable which will support them to identify what numbers are multiples of 2, 3, 5 and 10. The 
children will then move on to counting in fractions using visual aids to support them to count in halves to 10 and 
quarters to 5. Towards the end of the week, the children will be sharing objects and finding ½, ¼, ¾ of an amount. 

Science: In science the children will explore the outdoors, looking at how plants disperse their seeds and why. They will 

think specifically about plants that spread their seeds by utilising the wind. Children will also make a seed helicopter and 
a dandelion seed. 

History: This week the children will be introduced to Florence Nightingale and will recognise that she is a famous 

person. They will think about why she is famous and if she deserves to be. 

Geography: Children will be sharing their knowledge of the world – discussing the places visited on holiday or where 

family relations are living abroad. The children will link their holiday destinations to the 7 continents and 5 oceans and 

will begin to demonstrate an understanding that countries nearer the equator are hotter. 
Computing: This week the children will recognise common uses of information technology beyond school and use 

technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private; identify where to go for help and support when 
they have concerns about content or contact on the internet. They will also understand that the information they put 
online leaves a digital footprint. 

Music: This week in music the children will begin by listening to music that is inspired by nature and think about which 

elements are being represented.  
Art / Design Technology:  see above  

PDW / R.E:  see above  

P.E: Children will be learning all about the maypole this week. Children will be learning to skip in and out of 

the ribbons and will be beginning to rehearse the maypole. 

Mini Quiz: This week we will be taking our whole class spaced retrieval quiz which will cover topics 
learned this half term and in previous years. 

 

Key Question Week 2: How beautiful is nature? 

Key Text for Linked Learning: ‘How to create environmental art’  

Linked Learning: English, Music, Art, DT 
Taking inspiration from nature, children will experiment with, create, select and combine sounds to produce 
and perform a piece of music, which reflects the sounds heard in our local, natural environment. Following on 
from last week, in art, children will plan and create a piece of natural art using materials found in the school's 
ground. They will also evaluate their own and others’ work. An exciting week in English begins with the 
construction of a bird feeder. Children will read and follow instructions to make their own bird feeder. 
Children will explore the language used in the instructional text, with a key focus on adverbs, time adverbs, 



 

Medium Term Planning – Year 2 

Summer Term 

and imperative verbs. Following this, they will complete their own set of instructions using the above 
features. 

Maths: This week the children will be finding amounts of money. They will start the week by rehearsing coin and note 

recognition. They will be finding different ways to pay for an item that cost £1 and will discuss the several different ways 
to make different amounts. The children will also be adding the value of two prices and will be calculating change from 
different amounts. Additionally, the children will be solving money problems throughout the week. 
Science: In science, the children will consider different ways that plants can disperse their seeds, including seed 

designed to stick on animals and humans. Using clay or modroc, the children will create a large burr, with hooks and use 
junk modeling to create other seeds. 
History: This week in history the children will recognise & recall basic and important aspects of Florence Nightingale's 

life. 

Geography: Children will be learning that the UK has a temperate climate and that there are 5 climate zones. 

They will then be making their own passport and begin to plan their world trip. 
Computing: This week the children will continue to recognise how to use technology safely and use keywords in an 

online search to find out about a topic 

Music: see above  

Art / Design Technology:  see above  

PDW / R.E:  In PDW, the children will begin to look at what a stereotype is and how these can have both a positive and 

negative effect on people.  

P.E: Children will be learning all about the maypole this week. Children will be learning to skip in and out of the ribbons 

and will be beginning to rehearse the maypole. 

 

Key Question Week 3: Who was the woman with the lamp? 

Key Text for Linked Learning: Florence Nightingale (Usbourne Famous Lives) 

Linked Learning: English, History, PDW 
This week children will discover what life was like during the Crimean War in the shoes of Florence 
Nightingale. In history, children will investigate a range of primary and secondary sources to find out about 
the lady with the lamp and the impact she had on health care. Children will compare conditions in the past to 
2020 through their PDW work. Children will develop an understanding of how Florence Nightingale became 
an influential historical figure. In English, children will be exploring a range of diary entries linked to past 
events e.g. war. They will improve the language used and consider the correct types of words to use for the 
type of text. The children will also identify the features of a diary. 

Maths: This week the children will start the week by adding two 2-digit numbers using the strategies of partitioning 

and counting on. They will practise both strategies and choose their preferred method. The children will then learn two 
strategies to subtract two 2-digit numbers from each other; counting back and finding the difference by counting on. At 
the end of the week, the children will have different word problems and will have to decide if they add or subtract and 
then use the strategies they have practised this week. 

Science: In science, the children will talk about what bulbs need to grow into healthy plants. They will plant beans in 

bags of water and watch them grow. They will explore the scientific question- What will happen to the bean left growing 
in a cupboard? 
History: see above  

Geography:  Children will be learning about the characteristics of Polar and Desert climate zones and identifying the 

location of hot/cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator. 
Computing: In Computing this week the children will look at how to recognise whether a website is appropriate for 

children or not and what to do if they are unsure. 

Music: This week the children will record their own sounds from nature using a variety of recording pieces of software.  
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Art/ Design Technology: Children will be commenting on a piece of art by Andy Goldsworthy, describing how it 

makes them feel and how the artist might have been feeling by examining the use of shape, texture, and colour. They 
will also compare how this piece of art makes them feel in comparison to Pollock and Mattisse. 
PDW / R.E:  see above  

P.E: Children will be learning all about the maypole this week. Children will be learning to skip in and out of the ribbons 

and will be beginning to rehearse the maypole. 

 

Key Question Week 4: What can we learn from the life of Florence Nightingale?  

Key Text for Linked Learning: Florence Nightingale (Usbourne Famous Lives) 

Linked Learning: English, History, PDW 
Following on from their learning from last week, children will be continuing their work on Florence 
Nightingale in history. The children will compare conditions in the past to 2020 through their PDW work. 
Children will develop an understanding of how Florence Nightingale became an influential historical figure. 
Furthermore, in PDW, children will look at differences between nurse’s outfits then and now and think about 
how treatments have changed and developed. They will practice simple first aid. The children will also talk 
about harmful household products and medicines and how to stay clean. Alongside their history learning, in 
English, children will plan their diary entries from the point of view of Florence Nightingale. They will explore 
feelings, choices of vocabulary and chronology. Later in the week, children will use their plans to write a 
detailed and descriptive diary entry in the past tense.  

Maths: This week the children will be revising the topics they have learned so far this half term. They will revise the 

different strategies that they have learned for the four operations such as partitioning, counting on and counting back. 
The children will also be solving number sentences with missing numbers and solving word problems. Towards the end 
of the week, they will revisit finding ½, ¼, and ¾ of different amounts. 

Science: The children will think about the conditions for healthy plant growth and plant their own cress seeds. They will 

then record their growth. Children will explore the scientific question- How long will it take for them to be long enough 
to eat? 
History: see above 

Geography: Children will research the characteristics of Mediterranean and Tropical climate zones and will present 

their findings to the class through mind maps and pictures. 
Computing: This week the children will continue to look at how to use the internet safely and focus on how to rate 

and review informative websites. 

Music: In music this week the children will begin to combine some of the sounds they have recorded from nature to 

begin to form their own piece of music. 
Art/ Design Technology: This week the children will be understanding the life of Andy Goldsworthy and answering 

questions about him. They will use this information to create a fact file. 
PDW / R.E:  see above 

P.E: Children will be learning all about the maypole this week. Children will be learning to skip in and out of the ribbons 

and will be beginning to rehearse the maypole. 
 

 

Key Question Week 5: Are you ready, steady, grow?  

Key Text for Linked Learning: The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 

Linked Learning: English, Science, PDW 
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This week the children will be revisiting how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants and demonstrate an 
understanding of what plants need to grow and stay healthy, including light, water, and a suitable temperature. In 
English, the children will be studying an extract from ‘The Secret Garden’ exploring a range of new vocabulary and using 
this to enhance their own setting description. The children will be using visualisation to investigate the use of imagery 
and descriptive language. In PDW the children will be discussing the difference between physical and mental well-being 
and exploring how the outdoor environment can contribute positively to their well-being. The children will end their 
week with a challenge, can they nurture their own plant? 

Maths: This week the children will be playing a range of maths games such as skittles, make 10, roll a penny and tens 

frustration to practise the addition and subtraction strategies they have learned so far this year. They will be encouraged 
to use a range of mathematical vocabulary describing position, direction and movement during these games. 

Science: see above  

History: This week the children will be conducting their own research to describe the conditions in the hospitals in 

Scutari. 
Geography: Children will be consolidating their knowledge of the 5 climate zones and create travel posters and 

stamps ready for role-play next week. 
Computing: This week the children look at how to use the internet safely and to be able to recognise kind and unkind 

behaviour online. 
Music: In music, the children continue to work on their own piece of music that is inspired by nature. They will be using 

computing software to add their own recordings to backing music.  
Art/ Design Technology: The children will be creating a piece of art in the style of Andy Goldsworthy and producing 

their own ‘Art in Nature’ inspired creation, examining patterned materials. 
PDW / R.E: see above  

P.E:  Children will complete the final rehearsal of their maypole performance ensuring they know their parts and 

practising skipping in and out with the ribbon. 
 

Key Question WEEK 6: Who lives in a place like this? 

Key Text: visual literacy - Shrek 

Linked learning: English, History, DT, Computing and Music 

Children will be introduced to the topic ‘Castles’ this week by looking at parts of castles and researching parts 
of the castles using an iPad.  Following on from this, children will explore the uses of the parts of a castle and 
will compare how castles differ from one another. Finally, using the knowledge learned this week, the 
children will design their own castles using construction materials and computing software such as 2simple 
and paint. Linked to our castles topic this week in music the children will begin by looking at the type of music 
that was around during this era. The children will listen to and appraise pieces of medieval music. In English, 
children will use visual literacy to explore different parts of the film, ‘Shrek’. They will analyse stills from the 
film and discuss how the characters are feeling at different points. The children will be using role play and hot 
seating to explore the characters' feelings further. They will then move on to expand their vocabulary and 
learn new words to describe characters.  

Maths: This week the children will be using number facts and logic to solve number puzzles. They will also be using 

number facts to solve arithmagons; a polygon with numbers at its vertices which determine the numbers written on its 
edges. The children will also be creating tangrams; puzzles using 2D shapes. 

Science: The children will record the growth of the bean and look at how it has developed over the last few weeks. 

Some of the questions children will be asked are- Can you recreate the plant with craft materials? Can you label the parts 
of the plant? 
History: see above    

Geography: Children will be role-playing visiting a travel agent and traveling to the 5 climate 

Zones that they have learned over the past few weeks. They will be collecting travel stamps and creating a brochure. 
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Computing: see above 

Music: See above 

Art: Children will be evaluating each other’s artwork from last week and suggesting improvements. They will investigate 

if the art replicates the work of Andy Goldsworthy. 
Design Technology: see above 

PDW / R.E: This week the children will revise what a stereotype type is and start to look at some of the common 

stereotypes in our society.  
P.E: In athletics, children will be practising their running skills and will look at the motion lip to hip (arm movement). 

Children will also continue practicing maypole dancing. 

Mini Quiz: This week we will be taking our whole class spaced retrieval quiz which will cover topics 
learned this half term and in previous years. 

 

 

Key Question Week 7: Could you storm a castle? 

Key Text for Linked Learning: visual literacy - Shrek 

Linked Learning: English, History, Computing and Music 
(Warwick Castle trip 11.5.20) 
Children will continue their learning of castles and this week will focus on battles and the defence of castles. 
They will look at how castles defended themselves during battles and find solutions to these defences failing. 
This will involve lots of problem-solving. In computing, children will email Warwick Castle asking if they can 
come to visit so that they can further their knowledge and learning of castles. In music this week the children 
will identify the instruments used to create medieval music and think about the sounds they make and how 
they were used. In English, children will continue to explore the film ‘Shrek’, using their learning from last 
week to aid them in creating a character and setting description. Children will incorporate all the writing 
techniques they have learned so far such as expanded noun phrases, adverbs and complex sentences.  

Maths: This week the children will be solving a range of mathematical investigations and problems. They will be 

working in groups to solve number and shape problems using their adding and subtracting skills as well as developing 
their understanding of mathematical language such as fewer, more than, half, double and subtract. 

Science:  This week in science the children will observe cress growth and comment on their observations about what 

the seed has produced and how the cress plant has grown. Children will use their knowledge of what plants need to 
survive to understand the differences between the cress grown in the classroom and the cress grown in the cupboard. 
History: see above  

Geography: Children will be using maps, atlases and globes to report back on the countries, major cities, flags and 

languages of the UK to see if it might be a good tourist location. 
Computing: see above 

Music: See above 

Art / Design Technology:  This week the children will be introduced to clay and how it is used in art. They will look 

at a range of clay pieces of art and evaluate them. 
PDW /R.E: This week in PDW the children will describe things money can be used for including spending and saving. 

We will look at the difference between what you need and what you want.  

P.E: In athletics, children will continue to focus on their running technique and they will be encouraged to look forward, 

lean forward with a straight back. They will practice running without bringing their knees too high as well as landing on 

the middle of their foot. Children will also continue practicing maypole dancing. 
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Key Question Week 8: Who’s the King of the castle? 

Key Text for Linked Learning: visual literacy - Shrek 

Linked Learning: English, History, Computing, Music and PDW 
This week children will discover more about the people who lived and worked in castles, from the Lord and 
Lady to the unfortunate servants who had to clean out the cesspit. They will also become familiar with the 
different rooms in castles and learn how each room was used. In computing, children will be creating dragons 
using Lego WeDo and writing an e-mail reply to Warwick Castle, thanking them for their amazing trip.  In 
English, children will be writing their own stories using ‘Shrek’ as a stimulus. They will be incorporating their 
character and setting descriptions as well as some of the new vocabulary that they have learned over the last 
two weeks. In PDW, the children will be discussing and comparing the standards of living between Lords and 
servants and will be linking this to UNICEF’s Rights of a Child whilst also thinking about equality and fair 
treatment for all. In music this week the children will learn a medieval song ‘Greensleeves’ thinking about 
their performance and how they are using their voices. 

Maths: This week is all about finding different amounts of an object and counting in fractions. They will practise finding 

a ½ through sharing and finding a ¼ though finding a half and finding a half again. The children will do this by shading 
amounts of a shape and using objects. They will also begin to find a 1/3 of an amount using objects and move on to 
finding ¾ and 2/3 of amounts. Towards the end of the week, the children will be solving missing fraction number 
sentences. 
Science: This week in science children will begin to think about which seeds are eaten by animals and how these are 

designed. The children will think about why only certain seeds are eaten by animals and how these are then spread. 

History: see above 

Geography: Children will be taking part in a worldwide mapping scavenger hunt to ‘collect’ a series of countries, 

continents and oceans. Using maps, atlases and globes to solve the clues and find allocated locations. 
Computing: see above 

Music: see above 

Art /Design Technology: In Art, the children will continue their study of clay artwork, this week they will begin to 

look at how clay can be used to create a variety of different shapes and forms. 
PDW/ R.E: see above 

P.E: In athletics, children will combine all of the running techniques that they have been taught over the last 2 weeks 

and they will also practice breathing deeply and rhythmically. Using their running techniques, children will see how 

effective they are when racing each other. Children will also continue practicing maypole dancing. 

 

Key Question Week 9: How many seeds are on a dandelion? 

Key Text for Linked Learning: Travelling Seeds, Rebecca Bielawski, The Tiny Seed, Eric Carle 

Linked Learning: English, Science, Music 
This week, in science, children will be exploring the outdoors to find out how plants disperse their seeds and why. They 
will compare different types of seeds and discuss how these seeds are dispersed from the plants in different ways, e.g. 
by animals eating them, by sticking to animals, by being blown by the wind, or floating off by water or by bursting open 
or gravity. Children will secure their understanding of how different types of seeds travel by making models and this will 
encourage them to find answers to their own questions. Alongside this, children will compose their own piece of music 
with a beginning, middle and an end to show the journey of a seed, selecting sounds for a purpose. Furthermore, 
children will look at the features of non-chronological reports and they will develop their understanding of why these 
texts do not need to be in chronological order. They will explore the use of language and vocabulary as well as research 
the meaning of more challenging words. Towards the end of the week, they will improve parts of a non-chronological 
text to incorporate more descriptive and factual language. 
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Maths: This week the children will be learning about time. The children will practise reading the time confidently on an 

analogue clock using past and to correctly. They will be counting in steps of 5 around the clock and using this to help 
them to tell the time. Towards the end of the week, they will be learning how to tell the time digitally and be given a 
time in written word that they have to make digitally and on an analogue clock. 

Science: see above  

History: Children will continue their learning of castles by finding out about life and jobs in a medieval castle. They will 

interview each other for an imaginary job in a medieval castle. 

Geography: Children will become Map Masters by completing a series of map challenges. They will have to find the 

hidden treasure or join a character on a walk through their story map. They will be developing their use of simple 
compass directions and locational and directional language to describe the location of features and routes on a map. 
Computing: This week the children will continue to design their own dragons using the software Lego WeDo. They will 

be evaluating what each other have done already in order to think about they need to do next. 
Music: see above  

Art / Design Technology: This week the children will begin to experiment with how clay can be joined. They will 

have a go at using a variety of methods to join pieces of clay.  
PDW / R.E: In PDW this week the children will be aware that the same principles apply to online relationships as to 

face-to-face relationships including respect and anonymity. 

P.E: In athletics this week, children will practice obstacle races and will focus on how to complete the course using 

appropriate skills, such as, quick footwork, jumping and landing on two feet. 

 

Key Question Week 10: Whose seeds will grow the tallest? 

Key Text for Linked Learning: Travelling Seeds, Rebecca Bielawski, The Tiny Seed, Eric Carle 

Linked Learning: English, Science and Music 
Over the next week, children will continue to develop their science knowledge of plants. They will find out and describe 
how plants need water, light and a suitable temperature to grow and stay healthy through simple tests. Children will 
observe developments closely using simple equipment and will then gather and record data. Continuing from last week’s 
music lessons, children will practice following and interpreting different types of musical scores. Children will then 
produce their own musical scores for the piece of music they created last week. They will then perform these to the 
class. In English, children will be using all of the information they have learned about plants and seeds over the last two 
weeks to plan and write their own non-chronological report. Children will incorporate all of the features appropriate to 
this style of writing such as the use of headings and sub-headings, paragraphs, descriptive and factual language and 
technical vocabulary. 

Maths: This week the children will be locating any 2-digit number on a 1–100 grid or a landmarked line applying their 

understanding of place value. They will be using the number lines to help them order and compare numbers with <, > 
and = signs. The children will also be learning how to round to 10 and learn that although 5 is in the middle, we always 
round up to the 10 above. 

Science: see above  

History: This week, now that the children understand how a castle used different methods for attacking and defending 

they will draw their own map of a castle which includes a simple key. 
Geography: Children will be creating a 3D aerial map using everyday objects based on an aerial photograph. 

They will capture their 3D maps digitally and create their own symbols to accompany it. 
Computing: This week the children will be continuing to use Lego WeDo to design their own castle based on what they 

have learned about them so far. 
Music: see above  

Art / Design Technology: In art this week the children will be designing their clay model of a castle. They will need 

to think about how they will use the clay to form their structure and what methods they may need to use. 
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PDW / R.E: This week the children will begin to identify some new opportunities and responsibilities they may have as 

they grow up. 

P.E: In athletics, children will continue to practice obstacle races and they will focus on how to complete the course 

using appropriate skills, such as, quick footwork, jumping and landing on two feet. 

 

 

Key Question Week 11: Where do the happy endings come from? 

Key Text for Linked Learning: The Lost Happy Ending 

Linked Learning: Art, PDW and English 
In English, the children will be studying the book ‘The Lost Happy Endings’. They will begin by focusing on 
specific language within the text and use visualisation to show what images the language creates. They will 
then move on to make inferences of the character’s feelings throughout the story and how these change. 
Children will also then create a storyboard of the key events that happen in the story to summarise. 
Throughout the week, children will investigate and explore a variety of clay sculptures in art. This will help 
stimulate the children to design a house for Jub to live in. Children will be encouraged to think about how 
they will manipulate the clay to make different shapes and how they will add texture. In PDW, children will 
use the story as a stimulus and children will look at the effects of their behaviour on others. They will learn 
how to co-operate with others. Children will also explain why bullying is wrong and this will involve acting out 
scenarios to gain a better understanding of this sensitive topic. 

Maths: This week the children will be learning all about 3 digit numbers. The children will start the week by developing 

their place value knowledge of 3 digit numbers using place value cards and writing them as number sentences e.g. 100 + 
20 +3 = 123. They will be locating a 3-digit number on a 100–200 grid or a landmarked line. They children will also be 
zapping digits in a 3-digit number by subtracting amounts with the appropriate place value and completing missing 
numbers in place value additions and subtractions. 
Science: This week in science the children will complete a quiz about plants and then create their own revision poster 

to show what they have learned so far.  

History: The children will understand the positioning of castles in the landscape and discuss the materials that the first 

castles built from and why. 

Geography: Alien Alice is visiting Hill West from an intergalactic primary school on Mars. She wants to find out all 

about our school grounds to help develop their grounds back home. Children will be creating a guided walk based on 
their own fieldwork that takes in the key features of our school. 
Computing: This week the children will continue to use Lego WeDo to further design their own castle. The children will 

need to think about the key features of a castle and ensure these have been included.  
Music: This week the children will look back at the music we have studied during our time in year 2 and work in groups 

to come up with their own performance of some of these pieces.  
Art / Design Technology: see above  

PDW / R.E: see above  

P.E: In athletics, children will continue to practice obstacle races and they will focus on how to complete the course 

using appropriate skills, such as, quick footwork, jumping and landing on two feet. 

 

Key Question Week 12: What happened after the happy ending? 

Key Text for Linked Learning: The Lost Happy Ending 

Linked Learning: Art, PDW and English 
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This week in English the children will continue to study the book ‘The Lost Happy Endings’ and will not begin 
to think about what could happen to Jub next. They will be planning and writing their own sequel to the story 
focusing on using specific language features such as fronted adverbials, expanded noun phrases, similes and a 
range of conjunctions to extend sentences. Following on from their art from last week, children will paint 
their clay sculptures and they will use the painting techniques taught earlier in the year, such as mixing paints 
to create different tones and shades. Children will then evaluate their own work as well the work of their 
peers. Alongside this, in PDW, children will identify and name the differences in individual private body parts; 
using the correct scientific vocabulary. 

Maths: This week is all about problem-solving! The children will have the opportunity to work collaboratively and 

independently to solve a range of problems about a range of topics they have learned including number, money, time, 
measurement and fractions. 

Science: In this final week children will complete a science Kahoot based on all the science topics we have covered in 

year 2. They will need to think about past learning and apply this to answer the set questions.  

History: This week the children will learn about the progression of castles through time and sequence a selection of 

castles along a timeline. 

Geography: Alien Alice is back but this time she wants to know about the area surrounding our school. Children will 

head off on a local area walk with a trusty camera to collect information for Alice on our local facilities and features. 
Children will report back to Alien Alice using aerial images, an annotated local map and some fabulous photographs of 
significant features. 
Computing: In this final week the children will use the Apple TV box to present their castle design and talk through 

what they have included and how their design fits the design criteria.  
Music: In this final week the children will finalise their group performance and perform their piece revising the music 

we have studied in Year 2.  
Art / Design Technology: see above  

PDW / R.E: see above  

P.E: In P.E. this week, children will be competing in a range of team games. They will consolidate their learning from the 

year using different techniques and strategies. 

 


