Home Learning Pack
Year 4
Week Beginning 14.12.20

Home Learning Links
Oak National Academy
Oak National Academy is an online classroom and resource hub. It provides high-quality video
lessons and resources to support teachers, parents and pupils.
www.thenational.academy
BBC Bitesize
With BBC Bitesize it is easy to keep learning at home. You can access regular daily lessons in
English, maths and other core subjects.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
Phonics English Hubs
Online phonics lessons for the Letters and Sounds phonics programme.
https://www.wandleenglishhub.org.uk/lettersandsounds
World Book Online
World Book online have just made their fabulous collection of over 3,000 e-books and audiobooks
available for free for children to access at home. They have books suitable for all ages. Click on the
following link to access them.
https://worldbook.kitaboo.com/reader/worldbook/index.html?usertoken=Mjk5MzQ6MTpJUjA5M
jAxNjoyOmNsaWVudDE2OTc6MTY5NzoyMjE2Mjg4OjE6MTU4NDM4MDExMzA2Mjp1cw%3D%3D
Read Works.org
Read Works offers access to 3000+ comprehension for all age groups. Just sign up for a free
account to access fantastic texts.
https://www.readworks.org/
Beanstalk
Beanstalk website is packed with lots of interactive materials for children aged 1 to 6. They are
offering free access to all families during the COVID-19 pandemic.
https://beanstalk.co/
Tutortastic
An online platform with tutorials and videos for home learning.
https://www.tutortastic.co.uk/blog/homelearning
Education Quizzes
A series of short quizzes for children to complete related to the National Curriculum subjects. Just
select KS1 for Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 and select KS2 for Years 3-6.
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks1/
Top Marks
A range of activities here but especially good interactive activities for maths.
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/

Classroom Secrets
Classroom Secrets Kids is offering free access to everyone until the end of April 2020. The platform
is aimed at primary aged children and covers subjects such as maths, reading, grammar and
spelling. The platform is really child-friendly so that they're able to access it on their own. There
are a load of games and interactive activities from phonics to SATs
https://kids.classroomsecrets.co.uk/
National Geographic
National Geographic is a great platform for learning and it’s totally free. There are online games,
resources and competitions, too.
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/teacher-category/primary-resources/
Reading Eggs
https://readingeggs.co.uk/

Next Week at Hill West
Key Question: “Married to England”: Was life under the rule of Elizabeth really golden?
Key Text for Linked Learning: Don’t sail in the Spanish Armada
Subject Focus: History, Geography and English
This week, children will continue their learning about Tudors, moving on to the Elizabethan era. Children will be focusing on the
developments in the Golden Age, including trade and exploration, Elizabeth I and Sir Francis Drake. Children will explore what life
was like for different people, including researching the gory punishments enforced by Elizabeth and debate their answer to the key
question. In Geography, children will be learning to read and plot four-figure grid references to help Sir Francis Drake plan his
exploration around the seas. In English, children will learn about life in the Spanish Armada and will work on a range of reading skills,
such as skimming scanning and summarising, to aid their comprehension of texts.

Maths: This week children will continue to practise converting between units of time, including days, weeks and years. They will
draw their own bar charts and line graphs based on real life data they have collected, asking and answering questions about the
results.

Science: Children will consolidate their learning on habitats by planning and putting together a proposal for changes that could be
made to an area of the school grounds to adapt it to a certain species of wildlife.

History: See above.
Geography: Children will compare atlases and globes with different symbols and keys.
Computing: Children will finalise their surveys and create links for their peers.
Art: Children will review fine sketching skills taught in Year 3 and explore the technique of pointillism to create a 2021 calendar.
Design Technology: Children will research the design of an Elizabethan trading ship and apply what they have learnt to designing
their own, using the woodwork joints they have learnt.

PDW: Children will show an understanding of what being ‘assertive’ means and know why being assertive is sometimes hard.
R.E: Children will learn about self-reflection.
P.E: Children will apply their hockey skills learnt so far to a tournament.
MFL: Children will recap their French phonics from Year 3 to include all 16 phonemes.

Tudor Crime & Punishment

History

 Create a comic strip showing a crime and punishment of your choice.

Vocabulary
Here are two words from ‘The Demon Dentist:
 Unravelling
 Bemused
Use our vocabulary grid, a dictionary and online research to help you
deconstruct each word.

PDW
Resilience
 Watch the ‘Kevin the Carrot’ video
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AL56Z5StIUY
Questions
 What is Kevin’s goal?
 What obstacles does Kevin encounter on his journey?
 How does Kevin react to these obstacles?
 What do you think ‘bounce back’ means?
Task
Write a letter of advice to Kevin the Carrot before he begins his
journey.
 What would you tell somebody who is going to face a lot of
setbacks?
 How should he react to them?
 What should he do when he feels like giving up?

Reading Activities and Class Novel Questions

Demon Dentist – Read to you on Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvw9FbhHaQo

╬ CHAPTER 31 ╬
SWINGING A CAT
1. What happened when Alfie squirted Mummy’s toothpaste at Miss Root?
2. How did Fang attack Winnie?
3. Explain the meaning of the phrase, ‘the room wasn’t big enough to swing a cat in’.
4. How did the Tooth Witch escape and where she go?

╬ CHAPTER 32 ╬
THE LOWER DEPTHS
1. Why had a huge metal fence been put up around the mine?
2. Explain what happened to Winnie when she tried to squeeze through the hole in the fence.
3. How had Alfie’s father developed his breathing problem?
4. What would Winnie have thought when Alfie jumped into the mine shaft?

╬ CHAPTER 33 ╬
A CATHEDRAL OF TEETH
1. Write words to describe the bottom of the shaft.
2. What was unusual about all of the objects in the cave?
3. What was in the cauldron in the cave?
4. What chance do Alfie and Gabz have of defeating the Tooth Witch? Why?

╬ CHAPTER 34 ╬
LOOK TO THE SKIES
1. Why did the Tooth Witch like teeth so much?
2. What sort of teeth did the Tooth Witch like the most? Why?
3. What opinion did the Tooth Witch have of tooth fairies?
4. What was the author’s purpose in having the Tooth Witch say that children nowadays don’t
believe in magic?
5. How did the Tooth Witch plan to get rid of the children?

╬ CHAPTER 35 ╬
FEASTING ON BONES
1. Why was the Tooth Witch going to drop the children into the cauldron at the same time?
2. How did Fang try to help the Tooth Witch?
3. What would Alfie have thought when he saw his father approaching in the train?
4. What will the Tooth Witch do when she sees Alfie’s father?

╬ CHAPTER 36 ╬
DROWNING OUT SCREAMS

1. What happened to the Tooth Witch and Fang?
2. How did Alfie’s father know where he was?
3. How was Alfie able to untie Gabz?
4. What was the dynamite used for in the mine?
5. Do you find skeletons scary? Why or why not?

╬ CHAPTER 37 ╬
SKELETONS ON THE MARCH
1. Explain how a stick of dynamite works.
2. What would Alfie have thought when he saw the skeletons on
the gas cylinder?
3. Fill the box with ideas of how you could get rid of the skeletons.
4. Why was it a problem that the train had stopped and the stick of dynamite had been dropped?

╬ CHAPTER 38 ╬
MUMMY’S GOING TO EAT YOU
1. How did Gabz, Alfie and Dad try to avoid the explosion?
2. What happened to the skeletons when the dynamite exploded?
3. What would it have been like to be inside the lift with the skeletons outside trying to get in?
4. Why do you think the witch-skeleton was so strong?
5. What would you do if you were in Gabz’s position? Why?

╬ CHAPTER 39 ╬
ONE FINAL BREATH
1. How did Winnie free Gabz from the witch-skeleton?
2. What did the witch-skeleton say to the crowd?
3. If Dad knew that if he went down in the mine again he couldn’t expect to come out alive, then
why did he do it?
4. Describe how you felt about Dad dying.
5. What do you think will happen to Alfie?

╬ CHAPTER 40 ╬
A BIG COMFY PILLOW
1. On the day of Dad’s funeral the church was packed. What does this tell you?
2. Why did Alfie think he would never know happiness again?
3. Why do you think Alfie had grown to love Winnie?
4. How would Alfie have felt when Winnie asked him if he would allow her to adopt him?
5. What three things did Winnie make Alfie feel?

╬ EPILOGUE ╬
1. Do you think Alfie enjoyed being a page boy at Winnie and Raj’s wedding? Why or why not?
2. Describe Winnie and Raj’s wedding outfits.
3. What sort of family would Alfie, Winnie and Raj make? Why?
4. Give your opinion on the ending of the book.

Writing – Editing and Improving
Work through the SURPRISES tasks below in order with the provided text and edit
it in a different colour. Use the Word thesaurus or an online thesaurus to help you
choose better words.

Spelling Activities

Computing
Using the previous weeks learning abut creating forms using Microsoft Forms, create
a quiz based on this terms learning. Topics could include:
 Science – light
 Science – habitats
 History – the Tudors
 PDW – Money and Jobs or Road Safety or Anti-Bullying
 Spellings

Maths – fractions and decimals

Science – habitats and climate change

Spelling

French

What can you remember or research about France?

