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Home Learning Links  
 
Oak National Academy 
Oak National Academy is an online classroom and resource hub.  It provides high-quality video 
lessons and resources to support teachers, parents and pupils. 
www.thenational.academy 
 
BBC Bitesize 
With BBC Bitesize it is easy to keep learning at home.  You can access regular daily lessons in 
English, maths and other core subjects. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
 
World Book Online  
World Book online have just made their fabulous collection of over 3,000 e-books and audiobooks 
available for free for children to access at home. They have books suitable for all ages. Click on the 
following link to access them.  
https://worldbook.kitaboo.com/reader/worldbook/index.html?usertoken=Mjk5MzQ6MTpJUjA5M
jAxNjoyOmNsaWVudDE2OTc6MTY5NzoyMjE2Mjg4OjE6MTU4NDM4MDExMzA2Mjp1cw%3D%3D  
 
Read Works.org  
Read Works offers access to 3000+ comprehension for all age groups. Just sign up for a free 
account to access fantastic texts.  
https://www.readworks.org/  
 
Tutortastic  
An online platform with tutorials and videos for home learning.  
https://www.tutortastic.co.uk/blog/homelearning  
 
Education Quizzes  
A series of short quizzes for children to complete related to the National Curriculum subjects. Just 
select KS1 for Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 and select KS2 for Years 3-6.  
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks1/  
 
Top Marks  
A range of activities here but especially good interactive activities for maths.  
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/  
 
Classroom Secrets  
Classroom Secrets Kids is offering free access to everyone until the end of April 2020. The platform 
is aimed at primary aged children and covers subjects such as maths, reading, grammar and 
spelling. The platform is really child-friendly so that they're able to access it on their own. There 
are a load of games and interactive activities from phonics to SATs  
https://kids.classroomsecrets.co.uk/  
 
National Geographic  
National Geographic is a great platform for learning and it’s totally free. There are online games, 
resources and competitions, too.  
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/teacher-category/primary-resources/ 

http://www.thenational.academy/
http://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/teacher-category/primary-resources/


 
Reading Eggspress 
Reading Eggspress has lots of reading activities including comprehension and retrieval questions to 
have a go at. Your child’s Username and Password should be written in his Homework Book.  
https://readingeggspress.co.uk/?_ga=2.107706762.961348329.1601363904-
660844018.1598947512 
 
Top Marks – Division 
We have been learning about division this week, mostly looking in-depth at partitioning and we 
will transition into using the short method for division. Here are some great maths games to play 
on Laptops or iPads.  
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=division 
 
Times Tables Rockstars 
This is a great times tables game, practice all of the tables up to 12 x 12. Log- in should be in 
Homework book/ Reading diary.  
https://ttrockstars.com/ 
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Key Question Week 8: ‘The Great Mouse Plot’ – did they deserve what they got?  

Key Text for Linked Learning: Boy by Roald Dahl  

Linked Learning: English, Science, PDW  

In English, children will be writing Mrs Pratchett’s memoirs of ‘The Great Mouse Plot’, focusing on 
consistent use of tense and voice throughout their work, as well as using appropriate vocabulary for 
the character.  They will edit this piece in order to write a final version.   In PDW, children will be 
discussing the punishment given to Dahl and his friends, linking this to the United Convention on the 
Rights of the Child.   

Maths: Children will be comparing fractions with related denominators using equivalence.  
Use mental division strategies to find unit fractions of amounts and then find non-unit fractions of 
amounts. Children will use multiplication and division skills to find fractions of amounts.  

Science:   In Science, children will continue to learn about irreversible changes by creating their own 
gooey material.  

Humanities: Using their research from last week, children will create profiles for Saxon villagers 
detailing everyday life and activities.   

Computing: Children will be creating more complex tessellations using ‘Inkscape’.   

Music: This week, children will experiment with a range of instruments, recognising simple rhythmic 
notation, melodic and rhythmic phrases. They will begin to consider which instruments may be 
appropriate for a piece of music to accompany ‘Clara and The Nutcracker’.  

Art: Children will continue to explore the art work of Picasso, focusing on pieces which used the 
lithographic printing technique.  

PDW / R.E: (see above)  

P.E: Children will develop their passing skills in rugby.  

MFL: Children will explore restaurant orders and how they can say different meals or components.   
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Roald Dahl – Boy – The Great Mouse Plot 

 
My four friends and I had come across a loose floor-

board at the back of the classroom, and when we prised 

it up with the blade of a pocket-knife, we discovered a 

big hollow space underneath. This, we decided, would be 

our secret hiding place for sweets and other small 

treasures such as conkers and monkey-nuts and birds’ 

eggs. Every afternoon, when the last lesson was over, the 

five of us would wait until the classroom had emptied, 

then we would lift up the floor-board and examine our 

secret hoard, perhaps adding to it or taking something 

away. 

 

One day, when we lifted it up, we found a dead mouse 

lying among our treasures. It was an exciting 

discovery. Thwaites took it out by its tail and waved it in 

front of our faces. ‘What shall we do with it?’ he cried. 

 

‘It stinks!’ someone shouted. ‘Throw it out of the 

window quick!’ 

 

‘Hold on a tick,’ I said. ‘Don’t throw it away.’ 

 

Thwaites hesitated. They all looked at me. 

 

When writing about oneself, one must strive to be 

truthful. Truth is more important than modesty. I must 

tell you, therefore, that it was I and I alone who had the 

idea for the great and daring Mouse Plot. We all have 



our moments of brilliance and glory, and this was mine. 

 

‘Why don’t we’, I said, ‘slip it into one of Mrs 

Pratchett’s jars of sweets? Then when she puts her dirty 

hand in to grab a handful, she’ll grab a stinky dead 

mouse instead.’ 

 

The other four stared at me in wonder. Then, as the sheer 

genius of the plot began to sink in, they all started 

grinning. They slapped me on the back. They cheered me 

and danced around the classroom. ‘We’ll do it today!’ 

they cried. ‘We’ll do it on the way home! You had the 

idea,’ they said to me, ‘so you can be the one to put the 

mouse in the jar.’ 

Thwaites handed me the mouse. I put it into my trouser 

pocket. Then the five of us left the school, crossed the 

village green and headed for the sweet-shop. We were 

tremendously jazzed up. We felt like a gang of 

desperados setting out to rob a train or blow up the 

sheriff’s office. 

 

‘Make sure you put it into a jar which is used often,’ 

somebody said. 

 

‘I’m putting it in Gobstoppers,’ I said. ‘The Gobstopper 

jar is never behind the counter.’ 

 

‘I’ve got a penny,’ Thwaites said, ‘so I’ll ask for one 

Sherbet Sucker and one Bootlace. And while she turns 



away to get them, you slip the mouse in quickly with the 

Gobstoppers.’ 

 

 

Thus everything was arranged. We were strutting a little 

as we entered the shop. We were the victors now and 

Mrs Pratchett was the victim. She stood behind the 

counter, and her small malignant pig-eyes watched us 

suspiciously as we came forward. 

 

‘One Sherbet Sucker, please,’ Thwaites said to her, 

holding out his penny. 

 

 

I kept to the rear of the group, and when I saw Mrs 

Pratchett turn her head away for a couple of seconds to 

fish a Sherbet Sucker out of the box, I lifted the heavy 

glass lid of the Gobstopper jar and dropped the mouse in. 

Then I replaced the lid as silently as possible. My heart 

was thumping like mad and my hands had gone all 

sweaty. 

 

‘And one Bootlace, please,’ I heard Thwaites saying. 

When I turned round, I saw Mrs Pratchett holding out the 

Bootlace in her filthy fingers. 

 

 

‘I don’t want all the lot of you troopin’ in ‘ere if only one 

of you is buyin’, she screamed at us. ‘Now beat it! Go 

on, get out!’ 



 

As soon as we were outside, we broke into a run. ‘Did 

you do it?’ they shouted at me. 

 

‘Of course I did!’ I said. 

 

‘Well done you!’ they cried. ‘What a super show!’ 

 

I felt like a hero. I was a hero. It was marvellous to be so 

popular. 

 


